
« France and the UAE : partners in the Indian Ocean » 
 

On the occasion of the 19
th
 IORA Council of Ministers taking place in Abu Dhabi on 7

th
 November, 

2019, the French Minister of State attached to the Minister for Europe and Foreign Affairs, H.E. Mr. 

Jean-Baptiste Lemoyne, visited the United Arab Emirates. His second visit to the UAE gave him the 

opportunity to meet with Emirati Minister of State Ahmed Ali Al Sayegh, to visit the Louvre Abu Dhabi 

and to gather the French community in Dubai where he rewarded the winners of the 2019 French 

SME Prize (Grand Prix PME). 

 

 

 
 

Abu Dhabi, November 7, 2019 – The Minister of State attached to the Minister for Europe and 

Foreign Affairs, H.E. Mr. Jean-Baptiste Lemoyne, visited the UAE on 7
th
 November, 2019. 

He participated in the Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) Council of Ministers held in Abu Dhabi. 

H.E. Mr. Jean-Baptiste Lemoyne declared: “We are all indisputably Indian Ocean rim countries. As 

President Macron has said, France is an archipelago country which shares the challenges facing all of 

our nations. France has a strong commitment in the Indian Ocean. Our presence is historical and 

human with more than one million French nationals living in the region. Our commitment is also 

economic and environmental through our action for the blue economy, protection of biodiversity and 

the fight against climate change.” 

 

The Minister announced the allocation of 1 million euros by the French development agency (AFD) to 

strengthen the IORA expertise. He also highlighted France's contribution to maritime safety in the 

Indian Ocean. 

 

On the sidelines of the IORA meeting, Jean-Baptiste Lemoyne met with H.E. Ahmed Ali Al Sayegh, 

Minister of State and Chairman of Abu Dhabi Global Market (ADGM). During their encounter, they 

discussed ways to strengthen the economic partnership between France and the UAE and to enhance 

the Emirati-French cooperation within the Indian Ocean.  

 

Mr. Jean-Baptiste Lemoyne also visited the permanent galleries of the Louvre Abu Dhabi which have 

been displaying since the beginning of November  new artworks on loan from the French partner 

museums. A few days before the second anniversary of the Louvre Abu Dhabi, the Minister 

highlighted the success of the museum which embodies the exceptional cultural partnership between 

France and the UAE. He also commended the vibrant cultural and artistic ties developed throughout 

two years of the “Emirati – French Cultural Dialogue” (February 2018 – March 2020). 

 

Jean-Baptiste Lemoyne concluded his visit by gathering the French community in Dubai where he 

rewarded the 2019 French SME Prize winners (“Grand prix PME”). In his speech, Mr. Jean-Baptiste 



Lemoyne commended the dynamism and creativity of the French community in the United Arab 

Emirates, relying on almost 30,000 people.  

 

The minister declared: “The United Arab Emirates is a top trading partner of France in the region. We 

can only be very confident in the future of this partnership as the French business community in the 

UAE – 600 companies and a regional French tech hub – is fully mobilized for the success of Expo 

2020 Dubai. The French pavilion will showcase the best examples of French know-how in innovation.” 

 

He also underlined the ever-growing close cooperation between France and the UAE in all sectors, 

including culture, education and francophonie and the strong cooperation on security matters as 

France and the United Arab Emirates will mark the 10
th
 anniversary of the opening of a military base in 

Abu Dhabi at the end of November. 
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