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L’École offers a unique opportunity to discover 
and learn for those who are passionate about 
jewelry, lovers of beauty or simply curious and 
anyone who wishes to acquire inside knowledge 
of this fascinating world.

It is a creation perfectly tailored to the values 
of excellence of our Maison. Located on the 
Place Vendôme, where the very essence of 
jewelry lives, the school gives you a unique 
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opportunity to meet experts, to feel what it is 
like to handle the materials and to be in the 
very heart of the Savoir-Faire.

An original experience to develop a discerning 
eye, elevate one’s level of personal taste, 
discover an art, explore a culture...

The Maison Van Cleef & Arpels has 
created a school to welcome you into the 
hidden worlds of jewelry and watchmaking
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Founded with the support of the Maison Van Cleef & Arpels 
in Paris in February 2012, L’École Van Cleef & Arpels is the 
world’s first school established for the general public to 
discover the Savoir-Faire, history and culture of fine jewelry 
and watchmaking. A school like no other, it presents a unique 
opportunity to enrich knowledge through experimentation 
and dialogue. 

Although located in an 18th century mansion in Place 
Vendome – the cradle of Parisian jewelry – L’École travels 
around the world in a spirit of values of open sharing 
and transmission. 

As part of its nomadic program, L’École makes its Middle 
East debut from the 7th to the 25th of November, 2017.

Opening the doors to the secret 
world of jewelry and watchmaking for 
the first time in the Middle East
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Dubai Design District, a hub reflecting 
community spirit

L’École and d3 share a community spirit where you can 
develop a discerning eye, discover art and explore a culture. 
Hai d3 will be home to a nomadic school that communicates 
the soul of L’École in Paris and, at the same time, represents 
the unique identity of the Middle East.

The facilities of L’École in Dubai include:
-  a design studio for learning gouache techniques
-  a jewelry workshop for trying out techniques
-  a gemology workshop for handling stones
-  a lacquer and watchmaking workshop 
-  a classroom for teaching the history of jewelry
-  a library to broaden your understanding
-  an outdoor area to host evening conversations
-  several exhibition rooms
-  an outdoor cinema
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A discovery program 
around three themes

The courses take place in the morning or in the afternoon led 
by professionals in their respective fields: jewelers, 
art historians, gemologists and watchmakers.  To ensure a 
bespoke experience, each course is limited to a maximum of 
12 students.

The curriculum of L’École Van Cleef & Arpels is built around 
three themes: Art History of Jewelry, Savoir-Faire and the 
Universe of Gemstones.

You can enroll for one or several courses as you wish, 
according to your interest, taste or level of knowledge. 
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S A V O I R - F A I R E  C O U R S E S

Experience the gestures that give 
birth to masterpieces
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With this course dedicated to 
watchmaking, L’École Van Cleef & Arpels 
and the Fondation de la Haute Horlogerie 
invite you to take your first steps into the 
fascinating world of watchmaking. From 
gearwheels to springs, from escapement 
to balance staff, you will take apart and put 
back together each and every component 
in a movement.
3 HOURS

Dive into the heart of 
a mechanical watch

Guided by master jewelers, you will try 
out the techniques and experience the 
richness of this artistic craft: gouache, 
metal work, stone setting, polishing.
2 HOURS

Trying out the jewelers’ techniques 

Learn how to give form to a jewel, 
with the help of a specialized jewelry 
designer that will guide you from 
the sketch to the outline and the 
gouache. You will go through the 
process of jewelry making from the 
very beginning of the mock-up.
4 HOURS

From design to mock-up

Create your own lacquer work 
butterfly by using three of 
the lacquer masters’ ancestral 
techniques, applying color, Maki-e, 
and mother of pearl.
2 HOURS 

Trying your hands at 
Japanese Urushi lacquer

Be guided by The Mains d’Or™ from 
Van Cleef & Arpels’ High Jewelry workshop 
and seek symmetry, adjust shapes and 
determine stone positions. Develop your 
understanding of jewelry making techniques 
with bezel setting and prong setting.
4 HOURS

From the wax project to the 
setting techniques

Sitting at workbenches in the jewelry 
workshop, you will work the metal and 
encrust it with vegetable ivory to create 
motifs on the wings of a butterfly jewel. 
In the lacquer workshop -surrounded by 
tools and materials from Japan- you will 
create your own lacquer work butterfly.
4 HOURS

From the French jewels to the 
Japanese lacquer

Discover the styles and the stones which give life to jewelry. 
From the first stroke of the pencil, to physical reality, 
the Savoir-Faire courses at L’École Van Cleef & Arpels will let 
you discover all the secrets behind jewelry making.
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T H E  U N I V E R S E  O F 
G E M S T O N E S

Unveil the mysterious treasures of the earth
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Explore the world’s legendary 
precious stone markets: Chanthaburi 
in Thailand, Ratnapura in Sri Lanka 
and Bogota in Colombia. Your 
mission: recognize precious stones - 
with no mistakes!
4 HOURS

Recognize the gemstones

Discover the secrets of this 
fascinating stone: its unique chemical 
composition, its unlikely origins, its 
supreme hardness and the mystery 
of its sparkle.
2 HOURS

The Diamond,
a gemological exception

Learn the story of mythical diamonds 
that changed the lives of men and 
women. Admire the replicas of famous 
diamonds that have gone down in 
history and  discover old books and 
astonishing documents.
2 HOURS

Fascinating Diamond: 
history & legends

Enter into a journey of how gems are 
created, extracted and then cut. Touch 
and handle these stones, discovering 
their incredible diversity thanks to the 
explanations of a gemologist.
2 HOURS

Introduction to GemologyPlunge into the heart of the earth to discover the origin and the 
evolution of its treasures. Learn how to handle the gemologists’ 
tool; let your emotions guide you. An expert gemologist will 
take you through an extraordinary voyage to understand the 
value and properties of gems. You will learn how to distinguish 
precious stones and how to manipulate them, becoming a 
shrewd amateur.
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A R T  H I S T O R Y 
O F  J E W E L R Y

Immerse yourself in the essence 
of jewelry history
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Understand the great jewelers 
who have contributed to different 
chapters in its evolution. Discover 
the elements of the past which 
have impacted the history of 
jewelry and watchmaking.

Listen to stories about antique jewels, 
precious witnesses of the Art History 
of Jewelry.
2 HOURS

Art Nouveau marked a rich era for 
artistic creativity, when jewels were 
works of art. You will decode the style 
of a time of change: La Belle Epoque!
2 HOURS

History & jewels Art Nouveau & jewelry

Discover how the wearing of jewels has 
evolved from a very codified universe 
to an era of liberty. It will then be 
your turn to “mix and match” jewels: 
develop your creativity.
2 HOURS

Wearing jewelry: 
rules & revolutions

Discover the history of the 
Van Cleef & Arpels style. You will 
encounter its magic as you handle 
antiques and contemporary jewelry 
and watchmaking pieces.
2 HOURS

Travel into the world 
of Van Cleef & Arpels
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C R E A T I V E 
W O R K S H O P S

An invite for a young audience to develop its 
creativity and discover a new world
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Eight jewel designs are available 
to draw, cut out and decorate 
with mosaics, stones, ribbons and 
feathers, enabling children to 
follow their inspiration and create 
their own jewel.
2 HOURS

The chance to create a pewter 
mock-up, the first tridimensional 
interpretation of the jewel.
2 HOURS

Create your jewel 
5 – 8 years old

The Mock-up: first 
sculptural vision of the jewel 
13 – 16 years old

Make your treasure chest 
8 – 12 years old

Children begin by discovering what 
inspired the creators of clocks and 
watches, then choose from among 
five dial designs inspired by nature, 
transforming them into a real clock 
to hang on their bedroom wall.
2 HOURS

Create your precious clock 
8 – 12 years old

Sitting in the gemology workshop, 
children will use gemologists’ tools to 
examine fine and ornamental stones. 
Touching and handling the materials 
themselves, they take their first steps 
into the mysterious world of gems.
2 HOURS

Discovering the world of gems 
13 – 16 years old

Guided by an artist, art historian
and a designer from Van Cleef &
Arpels’ studio, children draw inspiration 
from High Jewelry creations like the 
Minaudiere™ and techniques such as 
the Mystery Set™.
2 HOURS

Experiencing arts is essential to a child’s 
personal development. L’École invites 
young artists to discover their inner 
creativity, through workshops led by a 
designer from Van Cleef & Arpels’ design 
studios. This initiative offers a playful and 
educational approach, enabling children 
and adolescents from 5 to 16 to explore 
the creative professions. Formatted 
with this audience in mind, the Creative 
Workshops have been developed in a spirit 
of transmission and sharing.
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E V E N I N G 
C O N V E R S A T I O N S

Evenings devoted to revealing the 
secrets of the world of jewelry
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The fireplace in the outdoor patio of Hai d3 
becomes an unrivaled setting to discuss jewelry and 
watchmaking. L’École unites cultural institutions from 
the Gulf region, through evening conversations, 
where curiosity and dialogue are the watchwords. 

These exceptional occasions gather 80 people and 
two experts to discuss a topic in-depth.

Some examples of the topics that will be discussed are:
• Pearls, past & present
• Architecture and Jewelry
• Emirati adornment, transmission and memories
• Mughal splendors

The speakers:

Noura Al Sayeh  
Head of Architectural Affairs at the Bahrain Authority for 
Culture & Antiquities, developer of the Muharraq Pearl Route

Dr. Michele Bambling 
Creative Director of Lest We Forget, 
under the Salama Bin Nahyan Foundation
 
Janus Rostock 
Regional Design Director and  Head of Architecture & 
Urban Design at Atkins, lead designer of the Dubai Opera

Olivier Segura 
Director of the French Laboratory of Gemology, 
natural pearl expert
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The Professors

The teaching team of L’École Van Cleef & 
Arpels is made up of 18 professors: jewelers, 
mock-up artists, designers, watchmakers, 
gemologists and art historians. While each 
one teaches in his or her area of expertise, 
they all share a commitment to transmit their 
knowledge by means of hands-on experiences 
and dialogue.  

The “The Mains d’Or™” of the 
Van Cleef & Arpels High Jewelry 
workshop initiate each participant 
into the jewelers’ gestures.

Stone buyers, with dual training 
in gemology and geology: they 
have a uniquely deep and broad 
understanding of precious 
gemstones, which has inspired 
them to teach in order to share 
their passion.

The most famous watchmaking 
schools in Switzerland have prepared 
these professors to teach secrets of 
the mechanical watch movement.

Graduates of the prestigious 
L’École Boulle in Paris, these artists 
guide students through the first 
stages of creation.

The jewelers The gemologists

Graduates from L’École du Louvre 
(Paris) and Princeton University 
(USA), their experience, enthusiasm, 
and understanding of jewelry, have 
made it their destiny to incarnate 
L’École’s teaching.

The art historians

The watchmakers

The mock-up artists 
and designers
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E X H I B I T I O N S

Explore and unravel the ornate history, 
traditions and art of the region
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Discover the richness and intricacies of the Middle East with a collection of 
thoughtfully curated exhibitions. Experience the region through its fascinating 
love for jewelry, art and design, from the beginning into present time. 

 L’École Van Cleef & Arpels is proud to present to the public  
a  selection of jewels created with passion and patience by 
a connoisseur, a jewelry lover and esthete from the Middle 
East. The selection gathers pieces from the Art Deco period  
to the present days created by famous French, Italian or 
American jewels but also unsigned. The creations have a 
particular resonance: they symbolize a decade, a technique 
or the quintessence of the art of a jeweler. They also testify 
an original, eclectic, inventive, classical and sometimes 
extravagant style.

Through the Eye of a High Jewelry Connoisseur

It’s no secret that the natural pearls from the Arabian Gulf 
are among the finest in the world. The tradition of pearls 
has shaped not only entire countries, but also the customs 
of its inhabitants. A partnership between L’École Van Cleef 
& Arpels and Cultural Engineering, celebrates an exhibit 
to invite visitors to explore history, aesthetics, methods and 
authentic craftsmanship of pearl diving.

Ladybug clips, Van Cleef & Arpels, 1969
Gold, diamonds, emeralds, turquoise, coral

Pearls & Jewels of the Gulf
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A Cabinet of Curiosities is filled with keys to the world.
For those who want to listen, objects and minerals will tell 
stories. Invitation to travel through time, history, space, 
matter, art and science.

Cabinet of Curiosities: Travel with Minerals

Emirati adornment presents a rich and fascinating exploration 
of our local identity, aesthetics and cultural life as conveyed 
through various modes of adornment. Adornment is a 
universal, deep-rooted human inclination to beautify, 
ornament and decorate the face and body. Tangible, 
concrete, and lasting forms of Emirati adornment include 
garments, burqa, jewelry, attributes, accessories and footwear. 
Intangible, temporal and impermanent forms include the 
application of henna, kohl, fragrance and cosmetics, as well as 
grooming, nail care and hairstyles.

Emirati Adornment: Tangible & Intangible

Last November, Van Cleef & Arpels and Tashkeel in 
partnership with Design Days Dubai called to emerging 
designers from the GCC region to submit  proposals in 
response to the theme of Growth. The aim of the Middle 
East Emergent Designer Prize is to nurture emerging talent 
across the GCC and create global awareness by highlighting 
the region’s best designs.

L’École Van Cleef & Arpels showcases submissions for the 
award as follows:
• A prototype by the winner
• Mock-ups by the three semi-finalists
• 3D prints by the five finalists

 Van Cleef & Arpels Emerging Designer Award
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Cinema & Jewelry Nights

From some of the most famous jewel encrusted classic 
pictures ever seen to epic historical tales, the program 
includes awe inspiring films that capture eyes and minds. 
Under the starry night you will encounter saturated frames, 
ostentatiousness in costume and set and elaborate 
mise en scenes. 

Check the program on Instagram 
@lecolemiddleeast
@cinemaakil

L’École Van Cleef & Arpels and the independent platform 
Cinema Akil present a series of outdoor screenings around 
jewelry. The projections will take place on a terrace in Hai d3 
with breathtaking views of the Dubai skyline.

Each film will be introduced by an art historian of 
L’École who will share educative insights on the historical 
background of the jewelry content.   
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Other ways to 
experience L’École

L’École Van Cleef & Arpels is not only about hands-on teaching 
from the best specialists. Its resources stretch beyond those 
exceptional encounters. By consulting books in the library or 
watching online videos, L’École’s students can broaden the 
knowledge acquired in their classes.

To go further in your knowledge of 
jewelry, some videos are available 
on L’École’s YouTube channel.

L’École’s library is open to students 
wishing to consult its numerous rare 
books and works by the leading 
names of the history of gemology 
and watchmaking. 

Online videos Library
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L’École & Dubai Cares: 
Breaking the cycle of poverty 
through education

ready for schools, schools ready for children, parents and 
community ready to play their role. Dubai Cares’ programs 
aim to generate more and better evidence to inform global 
decision and policy-makers and attract international donors.

Dubai Cares plays an important role in advancing the global 
education development agenda, as it seeks to be a technical 
convener on key education issues.

L’École Van Cleef & Arpels in Dubai will be supporting the 
“Year of Giving 2017,” as declared by the UAE President, 
His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan. All funds 
collected from course registrations will be donated to
Dubai Cares.

Dubai Cares, part of Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum 
Global Initiatives, is a UAE-based global philanthropic 
organization working towards providing children and young 
people in developing countries access to quality education.
Their mission to increase children’s access to quality 
education is guided by a common principle: children 
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To register

@ L E C O L E M I D D L E E A S T
# L E C O L E V A N C L E E F A R P E L S

Website www.me.lecolevancleefarpels.com 

Phone 800 – VANCLEEF or +971 4 425 2740 

Email lecole_me@vancleefarpels.com

Partners and Supporters of L’École in the Middle East

To support the arrival of  L’École in the Middle East, the school has partnered with 
UAE-based institutions from a cultural and educational background. 

# L E C O L E _ M E

Destination Partner Cultural Partner

Educational Supporters

ADMAF

 مجموعــــة أبوظــــبي
للثـقــافــــة والفنــــون LEST WE FORGET



D I S COV E R .  L E A R N .  WO N D E R .
P R O G R A M ,  R E G I S T R AT I O N  O N L I N E  M E . L E CO L E VA N C L E E FA R P E L S.CO M  # L E C O L E _ M E 




